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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

ELECTION WITH TRAVERSE 

Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action dated November 10, 2005 in which the 
Examiner has required an election under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to one of the following species of the 
claimed invention: 

Species A - shown in Figs. 1-4 (relating to claims 1-9, 1 1-20 and 22-32); and 

Species B - shown in Figs. 5-7 (relating to claims 1-7, 10-22 and 25-32). 

The Examiner has required that Applicants elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits. Applicants hereby elect with traverse Species A, shown in Figs. 1-4, 
for the reasons set forth below. Claims l-9 5 1 1-20 and 22-32 are readable on elected Species A. 
Further, claims 1-7, 1 1-20 and 25-32 are generic to Species A and B. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the Species Election Requirement on the grounds 
that Species A and B relating to claims 1-32 will not broaden the search obligation. The claims 
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represented by elected Species A (Figs. 1-4) also include the majority of claims readable on 
Species B (Figs. 5-7). The relatively minor variations in only one component (i.e., the fastening 
arrangement of the modular cage 32) of Species A and B as shown in the Figs, would not broaden 
the search obligation and, therefore, would not impose a serious burden on the Examiner. 
Accordingly, withdrawal of the Species Election Requirement is respectfully requested. 

Applicants hereby reserve the right to prosecute non-elected claims 10 and 21 by 
way of a divisional application filed at a later time. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .48(b), there is no 
change in inventorship as a result of this election. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Registration No. 33,059 
Attorney for Applicants 
700 Koppers Building 
436 Seventh Avenue 



Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1818 
Telephone: 412-471-8815 
Facsimile: 412-471-4094 
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